
 

 

 

 
Three Rivers House 

Northway 
Rickmansworth 
Herts WD3 1RL 

 

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

You are hereby summoned to a meeting to be held in the Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, 
Northway, Rickmansworth on Tuesday, 19 May 2026 at 7.30 pm 
 
Councillors: 
 

 

    
Christopher Alley 
Aidan Bentley 
Oliver Cooper 
Ian Campbell 
Anaika Chopra 
Stephen Cox 
Harry Davies 
Steve Drury 
Vicky Edwards 
Andrea Fraser 
Elinor Gazzard 
Stephen Giles-Medhurst OBE 
Shelley Gormley 
Lisa Hudson 
Tony Humphreys 
Matthew Hunt 
Raj Khiroya 
Joan King 
Chris Lloyd 
 

David Major 
Keith Martin 
Kerry Milliken 
Chris Mitchell 
Debbie Morris 
Ian Morris 
Krutika Patel 
Louise Price 
Kevin Raeburn 
Reena Ranger 
Ciaran Reed 
Andrew Scarth 
Narinder Sian 
Mike Sims 
Tom Smith 
Cheryl Stungo 
Jon Tankard 
Kavan Trivedi 
Chris Whately-Smith 
 

 
 
1.   APPOINTMENT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL 

 
To appoint the Chair of the Council for the ensuing Municipal Year. 
 

(Pages 3 
- 8) 

19.   Election Results   
 

(Pages 9 
- 14) 

General Enquiries: Please contact the Committee Team at 
committeeteam@threerivers.gov.uk 

 
  

Joanne Wagstaffe, Chief Executive   
Date Not Specified 
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COUNCIL  

19 MAY 2026 

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR  

  

1. Summary  

  

1.1. To select a Chair of the Council for the 2025/26 Municipal Year.  

 

2. Recommendations  
  

2.1. That the Liberal Democrat Group be invited to put forward a nomination for the 

position of Chair for the 2026/27 Municipal Year.  

 

3. Details  
  

3.1. The Council’s method of electing a Council Chair is based on a points system 
that was first agreed by Full Council on 8th March 1988 (Minute No 229/88) and 
19th April 1988 (Minutes No398/88).  Points are allocated to political parties each 
year in accordance with the number of seats held following local elections in May.  
Points are then added to an accumulated points total which is carried forward 
year on year with point deductions being made according to a number of rules 

set out in the original resolution and attached as an annex to this report.   
  

3.2. Point totals are worked out in advance of each Annual Council meeting and the 
political party with the most points is given the opportunity to appoint a Chair of 

their choosing for the duration of the Municipal Year.  

 
3.3. Ahead of Annual Council in May 2025, Labour had the most points and took up 

the invitation to appoint the Chair for the 2025/2026 Municipal Year. Subsequent 
to this, and in accordance with Rule b, 39 points were then deducted from the 

accumulated points total of the Labour group as set out below 

  

Group 
Points to carry forward following 

Annual Council, May 2025 

Conservatives  26 

Green  9 

Labour  -9 

Liberal Democrats  24 
  

3.4. Following the District Council Elections on 7 May 2026, points have now been 

added to each group’s total in accordance with the number of members held at 

the date of this meeting. This gives the cumulative points totals set out below:  

  

 Group 
Points from 

May 2025 

Additional 

points 

following 

election 

Total Points as 

at 19 May 2026 

Conservatives  26 14  40 

Green  9 3 12 

Labour  -9 2 -7 

Liberal 

Democrats  

24 18 42 
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3.5. As the Group with the highest points score, the Liberal Democrat group is invited 

to appoint the Chair of the Council.  

  

3.6. Assuming the Liberal Democrat Group take up the invitation to appoint the Chair 

then under Rule b, 39 points will be deducted from the accumulated points total 

of the Liberal Democrat group and the point totals that will carry forward into May 

2027 would be as follows:  

  

 Group 
Total Points as at 19 

May 2026 

Points to be carried 

forward to 2027 

Conservatives  40 40 

Green  12 12 

Labour  -7 -7 

Liberal Democrats  42 3 

  

4. Options and Reasons for Recommendations  
  

4.1. Under Rule f, in the event that the party group entitled by the points scheme to 
hold the Chair, refuses to accept the office, 27 points will be deducted from the 
cumulative points total of that group and, under rule g 20 points would then also 
be deducted from the cumulative points total of the party group which 

subsequently accepted the Chair.  

  

5. Policy/Budget Reference and Implications  

  

5.1. None applicable.  

  

6. Financial, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, 

Public Health, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk 

Management and Health & Safety Implications  

  

6.1. None applicable.  

  

7. Legal Implications  
  

7.1. The Local Government Act 1972 requires that each year, the Council appoints a 

Chair. The relevant constitutional provisions are contained in the Appendices to 

Part 2 of the constitution titled ‘ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL – 

METHOD OF ELECTION’.  

  

   

APPENDICIES  
 
Appendix 1 – Agreed Methodology for Appointment of Chair     
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APPENDIX 

ELECTION OF CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL  

  

 Scheme Approved by Council on 8th March 1988 (Minute No 229/88) and 19 
April 1988 (Minute No 398/88)  

  

(a) The points scheme to be applied to all party political groups and to any 

independent Members that may be elected to the Council from time to time.  

  

(b) The party political group with the most points at the time of the Annual Meeting to 

be entitled to take the Chair, in respect of which 39 points will be deducted from 

the accumulated points total of that group.  

  

(c) Each party political group represented on the Council be awarded one point for 

each seat held at the date of the Annual Council meeting.  

  

(d) For the purpose of the scheme, the results of any by-elections held during the 

year to be disregarded.  

  

(e) In the event of there being any vacancy on the Council at the date of the Annual 

Council meeting, the point(s) in respect of the vacant seat or seats be awarded 

to the party political group whose representative held the seat at the time the 

vacancy arose.  

  

(f) In the event of the party group entitled by the points scheme to hold the 

Chairmanship refusing to accept the office, 27 points to be deducted from the 

cumulative points total of that group.  

  

(g) 20 points to be deducted from the cumulative points total of the party group which 

accepted the Chairmanship in consequence of (f) above.  

  

(h) Subject to the agreement of all party group leaders if the party group entitled by 

the points scheme to hold the Chair conceded the office (for whatever reason) no 

points be deducted from the cumulative points total of that group, provided that 

the party group which accepted the office willingly agreed to do so subject to the 

deduction of 39 points from the cumulative points total.  

  

(i) The Chief Executive is authorised to operate and maintain the points system, and 
to report on the position of each party political group to the Annual meeting of the 

Council;  

  

(j) Any amendments or variations to the scheme to be subject to the formal approval 

of the Council.  

  

(k) The points accumulated by independent or temporary political groups which 

ceased to be represented on the Council to be distributed evenly between the 

remaining party political groups (or otherwise dealt with as may be agreed 

between Party Group Leaders).  
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Annual Council 
District Elections Summary of Elections Results 

 
WARD NAMES OF CANDIDATES DESCRIPTION NO. OF VOTES 

(* = Elected) 

Abbots Langley 
and Bedmond 

Campbell, Ian 
Culliton, Pierce 

Lay, Jane 
Lloyd, Kodi-Chantal 

Powell, Jane 

Conservatives 
Labour Party 

Liberal Democrats 
Reform UK 
Green Party 

926* 
80 
753 
436 
226 

Carpenders 
Park 

Grewal, Rue 
Jones, Matt 

Patel, Krutika 
Thomas, Martin 
Wilkinson, Don 

Independent 
Green Party 

Conservatives 
Reform UK 

Labour Party 

650 
187 
970* 
572 
156 

Chorleywood 
North and 

Sarratt 

Ansell, Caroline Margaret 
Gallagher, Margaret 

Hunt, Matthew 
Kalsi, Mohinder 
Loader, Peter 

Reform UK 
Labour Party 

Conservatives 
Liberal Democrats 

Green Party 

576 
92 

1203* 
481 
199 

Chorleywood 
South and 

Maple Cross 

Hearn, Philip 
Johnson, Natalie 

Monk, John 
Price, Louise 

Stafford, Roger 

Conservatives 
Reform UK 

Labour Party 
Liberal Democrats 

Green Party 

857 
511 
67 

1000* 
258 

Dickinson Barnes, Rupert 
Mitchell, Chris 

Swift Gillett, Jeni 
Wall, Alison 
Wasay, Atif 

Conservatives 
Green Party Councillor 

Labour Party 
Reform UK 

Liberal Democrats 

235 
1234* 

59 
445 
455 

 

Durrants Delius, Andy 
 

Drury, Steve 
Evans, Dominic Milner 

Grillo, John 
Marathe, Neil 

Green Party -Save our 
Green Space 

Liberal Democrats 
Reform UK 

Labour Party 
Conservatives 

441 
 

1242* 
417 
50 
219 

Gade Valley Bentley, Aidan Christopher 
Colledge-Miller, Jo 

Dhir, Sachin 
Gallagher, Andrew 

Prochnik, Bruce 

Liberal Democrats 
Conservatives 

Reform UK 
Green Party 
Labour Party 

716* 
697 
508 
162 
100 

Leavesden Gray, Colin James 
Jervis, Anne 

Raeburn, Kevin 
Rayment, Michael John, 

Rowe, Nicky 
Shattock, Richard 

Labour Party 
Conservatives 

Liberal Democrats 
Green Party 
Reform UK 

Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition 

114 
438 
888* 
193 
538 
19 

Moor Park and 
Eastbury 

Blatchford Pace, Jan 
Chopra, Anaika 

Harman, Peter Terence 
Khan, Mashkoor 

Shah, Shailja 

Green Party 
Conservatives 

Liberal Democrats 
Labour Party 
Reform UK 

193  
1025* 
224 
63 
262 

Oxhey Hall and 
Hayling 

Gormley, Shelley 
Patel, Vishal 

St John, Jason 
Trainor, Alex James 

Yeates, Noah 

Liberal Democrats 
Conservatives 
Labour Party 
Reform UK 
Green Party 

866* 
396 
146 
746 
201 

Penn and Mill 
End 

Clarke, Dane Bradley 
Cox, Joanne Victoria 

Reform UK 
Labour Party 

623 
86 
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Lee, Malcolm 
Milliken, Kerry 

Nelmes, Sarah Jane 

Green Party 
Conservatives 

Liberal Democrats 

204 
892* 
574 

Rickmansworth 
Town 

Clifford, Melvyn Paul 
Critcher, Kelly 
Fraser, Andrea 
Lockett, Philip 
Sorkin, Katy 

Reform UK 
Green Party 

Conservatives 
Labour Party 

Liberal Democrats 

373 
282 

1380* 
85 
667 

South Oxhey King, Stephen Michael 
James 

Lawrence, Chris 
Smith, Taylor Edward 

George 
Southall, Rhys Ieuan 

Trivedi, Kavan 

Labour Party 
 

Green Party 
Reform UK 

 
Liberal Democrats 

Conservatives 

465 
 

201 
712 

 
85 

795* 
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